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The life or force of a process in personam is limited to the territorial jurisdiction of the court that issued it; personal service on 
a nonresident defendant, outside the jurisdiction of the court, does not suffice to give the court jurisdiction over the person of 


the defendant.! However, if process is served on the defendant while he or she is temporarily within the state, this is generall 
p p y g y 


WESTLAW 


§ 94. Effect of location of defendant or res, 20 Am. Jur. 2d Courts § 94 


sufficient for acquisition by a court of that state of jurisdiction in personam over the defendant. Obtaining jurisdiction over a 
nonresident by service outside of the state may be effective where the nonresident defendant has sufficient minimum contacts 


with the state to warrant the exercise of so-called "long-arm" jurisdiction over the nonresident defendant.” 


When acquisition of jurisdiction in rem is concerned, the question arises as to where intangible property has its location. In rem 


jurisdiction is concerned with the relationship between the defendant and the state with respect to specific property.“ Although 
jurisdiction over an intangible can only arise from control or power over the persons whose relationships are the source of the 


rights and obligations,’ and intangible personal property, in contemplation of law, accompanies the person of the owner,° the 
conflict of laws principle according to which the situs of personal property is at the domicile of its owner is a fiction that does 


not apply when the situs of property is determinative of the existence or nonexistence of jurisdiction in rem,’ and the location to 
be assigned to intangible property which has no physical characteristics that make it possible to assign it to a particular locality 


depends on what action is to be taken. 
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